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In the Claims 

Please replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application with the 
following list of claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A pipette module comprising: 

a channel block having at least one cylindrical passage extending therethrough; 

a rod sized, shaped and aligned to pass into the cylindrical channel block passage; 

a cylinder having an axially extending passage therethrough sized, shaped and aligned to 
pass into the cylindrical channel block passage from the end opposite the end into which the rod 
passes; 

a chamber defined by the channel block, rod, and cylinder, having a volume which is 
variable, with a first part of the chamber variable by relative movement of the channel block 
relative to the fixed relative positions of the rod and cylinder, and with a second part of the 
chamber variable by relative movement of the cylinder relative to the fixed relative positions of 
the rod and chaimel block. 

2. (Original) The pipette module of claim 1, wherein a third part of the chamber is 
variable by relative movement of the rod relative to the fixed relative positions of the charmel 
block and cylinder. 

3. (Original) The pipette module of claim 1, wherein the diameter of the rod is greater 
than the diameter of the cylinder, providing an annular space between the inner surface of the 
channel block and the outer surface of the cylinder, defining said first part of the chamber. 

4. (Currently Amended) The pipette module of claim [[3]] 2, wherein the diameter of 
the rod is less than the inner diameter of the channel block, providing an annular space between 
the inside surface of the channel block and the outside surface of the rod, defining said third part 
of the chamber. 
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5. (Currently Amended) The pipette module of claim 1, further comprising: 

a tip having a passageway therethrough, extending downwardly from the bottom of the 
cylinders cylinder : and 

an extension mandrel with a passageway extending therethrough, the mandrel attached at 
an end of the cylinder such that the passageway extending through the mandrel is aligned with 
the cylind e r passag e way passage extending through the cylinder , wherein the mandrel reduces 
the intemal volume within the tip. 

6. (Currently Amended) The pipette module of claim 5, wherein the extension mandrel 
is removably secured to the cylinder. 

7-44. (Canceled) 

45. (New) The pipette module of claim 1, wherein no portion of the rod extends into the 
passage extending through the cylinder. 



